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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 20 December 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued exonnination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
tee set torth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was tiled in this application atter tinal rejection. 
Since this application is eligible tor continued exonnination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the tee set torth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been tinnely paid, the tinality ot the 
previous Oftice action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's subnnission tiled on Decennber 14, 2009 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Clainns 27, 30, 31 , and 38 have been withdrawn tronn turther 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected 
species, there being no allowable generic or linking clainn. Election was nnade 
witliout traverse in the reply tiled on May 24, 2007. 

Drawings 

2. The replacennent sheets ot drawings were received on Decennber 20, 
2006. These drawings have been approved by the Exanniner. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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4. The following Is a quotation ot the appropriate paragraphs ot 35 
U.S.C. 102 that tornn the basis tor the rejections under this section nnade in this 
Ottice action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

5. Clalnns 21 , 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Piazze et al. (US 2,773,285). 

With respect to clainn 21 , Piazze et al. teach a package (i.e., roll in Fig. 2) 
ot individual disposable sterile transparent bags or "covers," 10 each cover 
consisting ot a tiat and entirely transparent planar sheet ot pliable plastic tilnn ot 
unitornn thickness throughout and a predeternnined size in length and width. 
See, Figures 1 and 2 and colunnn 2, lines 12-31 in particular. Additionally, it is 
noted that Piazze et al. teach the "covers" can be used "tor enclosing 
connnnodities which are intended to be kept substantially free of bacterial, 
fungicidal, or other contannination" in colunnn 1, lines S6-67 and colunnn 3, lines 
20-27. 

Note that although Piazze et al. do not specifically teach the cover is used 
for covering a keyboard, note that the clainn is drawn to the cover structure per 
se and not the connbination of the cover and keyboard. Therefore, the clainn 
language regarding how the cover is used is nnerely the intended use of the 
cover and the clainn language does not structurally distinguish fronn the 
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container of Piozze et al. Thus, Piozze et ol. teach a "cover" including all ot the 
structure as recited and is capable ot being used to cover a keyboard as 
recited. 

Furthernnore, it is noted that the nnajority of the clainn language in clainn 21 
(such as the language regarding the cover being capable of inhibiting 
unintentional contact, not innpeding the operator's ability to nnanipulate the 
keyboard, the cover configured to contact and entirely protect the keyboard 
surfaces, and the cover nnaintaining the keyboard sterile and uncontanninated) 
are nnerely functional recitations of desired nnodes of operation. Again, since 
Piozze et al. teach a "cover" having all of the structural elennents as recited, it is 
capable of providing those functions and nneets the clainn language as recited. 

With respect to clainn 25-26, note that Piazze et al. teach a sheet including 
an upper nnennber and lower nnennber fornned as an envelope with only one 
elongated opening along a top edge portion so as to be capable of 
contacting and protecting the entire upper surface and lower surface of a 
keyboard as broadly recited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
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sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 

7. This application currently nannes joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the clainns under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the exanniner presunnes that 
the subject nnatter ot the various clainns was connnnonly owned at the tinne any 
inventions covered therein were nnade absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each clainn that was not connnnonly owned at the tinne a 
later invention was nnade in order for the exanniner to consider the applicability 
of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Clainns 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as obvious over 
Piazze et al. (US 2,773,285). 

With respect to clainns 28 and 29, note that Piazze et al. teach the sterile 
cover is comprised of two identical flat rectangular nnennbers, each nnennber 
having an elongated top edge portion, an elongated bottonn edge portion, 
and two side edge portions, the flat nnennbers being fastened together along 
the two side edge portions (via the longitudinal seals) so as to be closed and 
along the elongated bottonn edge portion (via the transverse seal 1 1) with an 
opening fornned (via unsealed portion) along the elongated top edge portion 
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that is capable ot permit a keyboard to be inserted therein as recited. See, 
colunnn 3, lines 1 3-1 9 of Piazze et al. in particular. Note that although Piazze et 
al. does not necessarily show in the Figures that the rectangular nnennbers are 
oriented or arranged such that the opening is fornned along an "elongated" top 
edge (which is longer than the "short" side edges), Piazze et al. teach that the 
nnennbers are heat sealed transversely at spaced intervals and the spacing of 
the interval nnay be varied as necessary to provide covers of any desired size or 
capacity (see, colunnn 3, lines 1-6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the rectangular nnennbers of any desired 
size and to create the transverse heat seals at such intervals so as to create 
rectangular covers of the desired size and configuration (such as having an 
elongated top edge portion, an elongated bottonn edge portion and two short 
side edge portions, the bottonn edge and side edges being fastened together 
such that one long opening is fornned along the top edge) so as to best fit over 
the object desired to be protected. 

9. Clainns 32, 37, 41 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yanagisawa (US 5,872,527) in view of Piazze et al. (US 
2,773,285). 

With respect to clainn 32, Yanagisawa teaches a keyboard and an 
individual disposable transparent cover 34, 34' for protecting the sterility of and 
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preventing contanninations between dental or nnedical patients, the cover 
connprising a tiat and entirely transparent planar sheet ot pliable tilnn ot unitornn 
thickness and a predeternnined size in length and width for fornning an envelope 
or enclosure (colunnn 1 1 , lines 36-37) for enclosing the entire upper and lower 
surfaces of the keyboard as recited. See Figures 9-10 and colunnn 1 1 , lines 21-67 
in particular. Note that the disposable cover of Yanagisawa is broadly capable 
of being disposed of after each patient as recited. Additionally, the keyboard 
of Yanagisawa is rectangular as shown in Figure 6 and therefore, it would 
appear that the sheet for enclosing the entire keyboard would also be 
rectangular with long top and bottonn edges and short side edges fornning an 
envelope as recited. Although Yanagisawa is silent with respect to the 
particular details of the enclosure configuration , note Piazze et al. teach an 
individual transparent sterile "cover" 10 consisting of a flat and entirely 
transparent planar sheet of pliable plastic tilnn of unitornn thickness throughout 
and having a predeternnined size in length and width, the sheet being 
rectangular and having a long top edge portion, a long bottonn edge portion, 
and two short side edge portions, the sheet being fornned as an envelope into 
which an object nnay be placed to cover and protect the object fronn 
bacterial, fungicidal or other contannination while allowing a user to clearly view 
the object. Note the previous connnnents with respect to clainns 21 , 25 and 26 
above. In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill In the art to provide the "cover" ot Piozze et ol. as the enclosure tor the 
keyboard ot Yanagisawa to provide a sinnple and easily replaceable sterile 
cover tor better protection ot the keyboard. 

With respect to clainn 37, note Yanagisawa as nnodified by Piazze et al. 
teach the keyboard and cover as recited with the possible exception ot the 
envelope having an elongated opening along the long top edge portion with 
the bottonn edge and side edges being closed. However, the exact size and 
contiguration ot the enclosure and the particular edge in which the opening is 
tornned tor insertion ot object such as a keyboard appears to involve sinnply a 
nnatter ot design choice. Theretore, it would have been obvious to one ot 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the cover nnennber ot Piazze et al. to be sized 
and contigured as an envelope with an elongated opening along any desired 
edge, such as a top edge portion, while the other edges are closed to provide 
a tiexible transparent cover tor use in a sterile environnnent with an opening tor 
allowing insertion ot the keyboard inside the enclosure. 

With respect to clainns 41 and 42, note Yanagisawa as nnoditied by Piazze 
et al. teach a keyboard and a disposable transparent sterile cover including 
sheet nnennbers ot pliable plastic tilnn ot unitornn thickness throughout and a 
predeternnlned size in length and width. Note the previous connnnents with 
respect to clainns 32 and 37 in particular. 
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Again, it is noted that Piazze et al. teach the cover is connprised ot two 
identical tiat rectangular nnennbers, each nnember having an elongated top 
edge portion, an elongated bottom edge portion, and two side edge portions, 
the flat nnennbers being fastened together along the two side edge portions (via 
the longitudinal seals) so as to be closed and along the elongated bottonn 
edge portion (via the transverse seal 1 1) with an opening fornned (via unsealed 
portion) along the elongated top edge portion that is capable of permit a 
keyboard to be inserted therein as recited. See, column 3, lines 13-19 of Piazze 
et al. in particular. Note that although Piazze et al. does not necessarily show in 
the Figures that the rectangular members are oriented or arranged such that 
the opening is formed along an "elongated" top edge (which is longer than the 
"short" side edges), Piazze et al. teach that the members are heat sealed 
transversely at spaced intervals and the spacing of the interval may be varied 
as necessary to provide covers of any desired size or capacity (see, column 3, 
lines 1-6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide the rectangular members of any desired size and to create the 
transverse heat seals at such intervals so as to create rectangular covers of the 
desired size and configuration (such as having an elongated top edge portion, 
an elongated bottom edge portion and two short side edge portions, the 
bottom edge and side edges being fastened together such that one long 
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opening is fornned along the top edge) so as to best tit over the object desired 
to be protected, such as the keyboard ot Yanagisawa. 


Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's argunnents with respect to clainns 21 , 25-26, 28-29, 32, 37, 41 
and 42 have been considered but are nnoot in view ot the new ground (s) ot 
rejection. 

With respect to applicant's argunnent regarding the teaching ot 
Yanagisawa, the Exanniner points out that these argunnents are nnerely 
speculation regarding how one ot ordinary skill in the art nnight interpret the 
nneaning ot Yanagisawa beyond the general teaching ot enclosing the 
keyboard. The Exanniner turther points out that she is relying on Yanagisawa 
prinnarily tor the teaching ot this broad concept ot enclosing a keyboard with a 
flexible cover nnennber so as to nnaintain the sterility ot the keyboard. 
Yanagisawa is silent with respect to any details ot how the enclosure would be 
tornned. However, the Exanniner then relies on Piazze et al. to show a sterile 
cover nnennber tornned as an enclosure with the particular details ot the 
envelope as recited. In view ot this teaching. It is the Exanniner's position that it 
would have been obvious to one ot ordinary skill in the art to look to the cover ot 
Piazze et al. as a nneans tor providing the enclosure tor the keyboard ot 


